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My Life in kyoto
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When Seika College began in 1968 | had
been teaching Doshisha since | came to
Japan Sept.13,1963. Friends of mine also
teaching at Doshisha were Yanagishima-
sensei,lkemoto-sensei,and Uda-sensei.
When they decided to start a new college,
Seika, | was very happy to be invited to
move to Seika,too. The location in the
north hills of Kyoto was beautiful and
peaceful and their ideas for a new style
school were admirable
| was thankful to be
included on their
faculty. | continued as
a professor there until
1983 when | retired at
the age of sixty-seven.
After retirement |
remained in Kyoto with
my husband Minoru
Sawano. We traveled a
~ lot as long as we could,
& spring trips to Hawaii
{ where | lived from 1938
| to 1945, and usually on to
Los Angeles to visit my
mother. Also we went to
Hong Kong, Macao,
Alaska, Guam,and many
places among Japanese mountains where
we liked to hike and explore the wonderful
scenes of Japan.
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After my mother had died and we were
getting too old for travel, we continued
enjoying short walks in Kyoto, a place
where | have always enjoyed being . |
have continued my work of writing poetry
and in 1997 published my fifteenth book,
at the same time having three long poems
In the Kyoto Journal No.34 That same
spring | also gave a public reading from
my poetry at the Kyoto International
Community House at the age of eighty-
one.

Though it is difficult for me to walk, | still
enjoy frequent lunches out with my Meiji
husband Minoru Sawano who was born in
1911. We feed friendly birds at home and
know all the neighborhood dogs and cats.
From time to time American poets visit
me. |listen to much music at home. And |
read and study as much as my old eyes
allow. We are happy and thankful for the
good lives we have had and hope to have
for a little longer. Always | look for and
appreciate trees and flowers of the
changing seasons. And continue writing.
At present two of my books are available
at Maruzen Bookstores, both published by
Charles E Luttle Company, Anthology of
Modern Japanese Poetry,1972, and Kyoto
Dwelling,1987. (Maruzen 4th floor, backs
on Japarn in English poetry.)
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